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Policy Committee Meeting MINUTES 

Exposition Park Library (Western Ave. and 39
th

 St.) 

3900 Western Ave. Los Angeles, CA 90062 

 

1. Welcome and Call to Order. 

 

2. Public Comment. None.  

3. Action/Discussion: Approve Minutes from Previous Meeting. Item tabled.  

 

4. Action/Discussion: Presentation by Sarah Freed, Synergy Development Services.  Applicant 

is seeking a motion of support from the board (to be submitted to the Office of Zoning 

Administration) for a conditional use permit for a new wireless facility at 3077 University 

(Hebrew Union College).    

 

Wally Gaworecki, Principal, Synergy Development Services Inc.  

 We do site acquisitions, permitting, planning, working with radio freq engineers 

 This is a joint project with TMobile and Verizon 

 We are looking for a new site to replace an existing tower at the site of University Village that is 

being cleared because of the redevelopment 

 There is a temporary site (Cell on Wheels) at the Hebrew College right now 

o This keeps the site functioning at a minimal basis 

o This one is just T-Mobile for now 

 They already looked and tried to secure the location at the University United Church, but they 

were concerned that it wouldn’t get approved 

 They looked at other sites that were USC-owned, but they didn’t work 

 They looked at the Shriners Auditorium, but were turned down and not interested in renting it out 

to a wireless facility.  

 Caruso Catholic church already has a Sprint tower there. There’s not enough room on the steeple 

to add another carrier.  

 They looked at the Hoover House (east of the proposed location), but they couldn’t come to an 

agreement suitable for the Cell Companies.  

 They finally agreed to co-location, which the city prefers, when there’s enough room.  

o Roof has to be strong enough. 

 This design will be faux tree design (faux-pine), which is necessary to have both carriers with the 

strength they need. It is meant to hide the antennas. The tower will be 60 feet, which is the 

maximum the city will allow (which is a 15 foot exception to the normal 45 foot maximum).  

 

Brett:  

 What are the health issues? 

 

Wally:  

 The biggest concern is about safety. These abide the maximum permissible exposure limit.  

o Each carrier has to do an analysis about what level of exposure they give off 

(somewhere from 10-12%).  

o Most towers operate at a very low level of permissible exposure allowed by the FCC.  

o The typical amount of energy that comes off to someone across the street is equivalent 

to a wifi router or baby monitor.  

Brandon: 

 Is there any electronic interference with other devices? 
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Wally: 

 No, because they operate at a different frequency and they operate at a distance that that makes 

sure 

 

Brett:  

 What are the options for aesthetic?  

 

Wally: 

 Aesthetic: You want the tower to be “socked” with the faux foliage and painting that helps it 

blend in. The other concern is branches per foot, to have a sufficient number.  

 We recommend 3.5 branches per foot.  

 

Brandon: 

 How will the tower be protected from people? 

 

Wally: 

 There will be a closured and a 6 foot brick wall.  

 

Brett: 

 What about the design? What kind of flexibility is there for us to give our input and suggestions? 

 

Wally: 

 I would just recommend this design because often other designs wouldn’t work as well or look as 

good.  

 The more antennas, the more this design is needed because other designs have the antennas stick 

out more, that’s why I recommend this design.  

 

Brett: 

 What about how others in the community are affected (by shadows, etc.)? Have you asked them 

about potential effects?  

 

Wally: 

 The others mostly know about this, because we’ve negotiated with them. If they have any 

incentive to fight this, it’s because they really want this because it benefits them. It would give 

them.  

 In terms of getting in contact with other people  

 This is our best opportunity to present now. To the neighborhood councils and other entities that 

are in place to get the word out. 

 

Brett:  

 Are the details of the contract divulged at any point in the process? 

 

Wally:  

 No, they are not.  

 

Brandon: 

 Does it make any noise? 
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Wally:  

 They do make a little bit of noise. Between 50-55 decibels. This is mitigated by the cement and 

block walls.  

 There is a generator proposed, but this is all very quiet.  

 

Action: The committee recommended to send the item up to the full board, which will next meet in 

August.  

 

5. Action/Discussion: Presentation by Aaron Belliston. Applicant seeks to add a second story to 

an existing single family home at 1208 W 25
th

 St. 

 

Aaron Belliston, Development Consultant, BMR Enterprises.  

 Very active in the area, doing historical remodels and the like, and active with HPOZs. 

 Some recent project are the Kerckhoff House on Adams; currently working on Scarff and 23
rd 

on the southwest side
.
 

 Have not talked with the HPOZs in the area because there are none for this particular area.  

o However, all of our projects with the Office of Historic Resources, which is in the 

planning department.  

 The site has an existing home, which is just shy of 6000 sq. feet lot, with 1150 square foot 

home.  

o They are in the North University Park-Exposition Park-West Adams NSO 

(Neighborhood Stabilization Overlay) overlay district.  

 The current home is assigned for Single Family Use, they are seeking conditional use permit. 

 They are seeking support for an 1150 sq foot (on the second fllor) and 86 sq feet on the first 

floor to get new foundations put in.  

 There are no occupants now and there has not been anyone there for 8 months. It has been 

declared “uninhabitable” by LA Housing Development. Had it been inhabited there would have 

likely been violations.  

 

Brett:  

 How do you define appropriate? 

 

Aaron:  

 I see it in terms of density and scaling.  

 We design ours in terms of appropriateness for the area and neighborhood.  

  

Aaron: 

 The living area is going up about 20 feet, with an additional 12 feet for a roof to blend in with 

the other architectural development of the area.  

 The owners are seeking a conditional-use permit. There are not many filed, because there is not 

much construction, and there is not much addition work.  

 

Brett:  

 What is the ultimate fate of this house?  

 

Aaron:  

 It could be any number of things, which will be up to the market. It could be a single family, 

rental, etc.  
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Aaron: 

 The timing of the hearing is June 23
rd

.  

 Since you won’t be meeting with the full board, we typically ask the chair of the committee to 

write a letter stating.  

 We have been talking to neighbors already, including tenants and homeowners because they 

want to see us get passed the vacant property as soon as possible.  

Brett: 

 I’m happy to go on record stating that you’ve done these good things to get support from the 

community.  

 

Action: Once given the go-ahead from the President, Brett agreed to write a letter saying that the 

applicants have visited with the council to seek their input.  

 

6. Action/Discussion: Unobstructed City Sidewalks / Unattended Property / Los Angeles 

Municipal Code / Amendment (Council File 14-1656). Item tabled.  

 

7. Announcements/Reports. None. 

 

8. Adjournment. 7;45pm. 

 

 

 

 


