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Tuesday, April 26, 2016, 6:30pm 

Policy Committee Meeting DRAFT MINUTES 

USC Community House (Hoover and 28
th

 St.)  

2801 S. Hoover St., Los Angeles, CA 90089 

 

1. Welcome and Call to Order. Board members in attendance: Brett Shears (Chair), David Tool, 

Julianne Burg.  
 

2. Public Comment. 
 

Jim Childs, West Adams Heritage Association  

 Update on the 110 Flyover 

 The WAHA and other parties have met with the Mayor, but he has not made a formal comment. 

MND is still pending. The easiest method for them to proceed is to choose the “no-build” 

option and if they want to continue they will have to do an Environmental Impact Report (EIR), 

which will have to offer project alternatives.  

 There is a possibility of proposing a green space to be built where there would be an in-cut in an 

alternative where a tunnel would be built for the roadway. It would be at-grade, instead of over.  

 

Charlene Limenh (lives off Jefferson and Walton) 

 Trash cans were not picked up on April 19
th

.  

o They were not picked up, despite getting a confirmation number to have them picked 

up.  

 21 total cans were not pick up for a week 

o The help line was not able to give a supervisor’s name 

o Sanitation said that we would need to talk to DWP to get a bill adjustment 

 DWP does all the billing 

 

Also in attendance:  

Grace Alvarez (Charlene’s neighbor) with son Alex Posada (attends 32
nd

 St. school) 

 We had concerns about transients going through trash 

 Also problems with animals attracted to the garbage 

 
 

3. Action/Discussion: Approve Minutes from Previous Meeting. 

 

ACTION: Dave motions to approve the minutes with noted changes. Julianne seconds. 

Committee votes 3 yes, 0 no, 0 abstention.  
 

4. Action/Discussion: Alcoholic beverage permit for 23
rd

 Street Café, 936 W 23
rd

 St., Sherrie 

Olson. The applicant (23
rd

 Street Café) is seeking to obtain a beer and wine permit at their full 

service restaurant located at 936 W 23rd street.  The applicant has reached out to the local 

community and gained support from our nearby neighbors. 

 

Sherrie Olson, Consultant speaking on behalf of the 23
rd

 St. Café applicant.  

 The request is for beer and wine sales on-site from the hours of 8am-10pm. 

 We first had the owner talk to the neighbors to get their support, which he secured. 

 There will be no dedicated bar, but just sold upon request.  

 There was a petition that secured over 200 signatures around Portland, Scarff, Toberman, for a 
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total of approximately 500 feet in all directions.  

 

Jean Frost 

 I am in favor of this.  Sabi (the owner) has been a very good neighbor and I’m confident he will 

continue to be a good neighbor.  

 In order to compete with some of the businesses on Union, this would make it fairer.  

 

Sherrie 

 The hours of service would be for 8am to 10pm. The early hours would be for brunch on the 

weekends.  

 Owner has owned the locations (along with Lee’s Market) for 19 years.  

 

Jim Childs 

 I have lived in the area for decades and knew the previous owners. 

 The original owners of the market were the Lees. 

 The other half of the building was used for various things including a laundromat.  

 I think the owner has been a great neighbor and standup community member by doing all the 

requirement that the ZA and ABC have requested.  

 Given the need to be competitive, especially with the population of students and patrons, this 

warrants the permit. 

 

Sherrie: 

 The application will be formally submitted to the City soon given the support. 

 It will be at least 5 months before the ZA hearing 

 We will likely presentation in June  

 

ACTION: Dave motions to support the permit. Julianne seconds. Vote count: 3 yes (Dave, 

Julianne, Brett), 0 no, 0 abstentions. The item will be sent to the full board for consideration in 

June because Sherrie will not be able to attend in May. 
 

5.  Action/Discussion: SEIU-USWW Contract Negotiations. Maintenance workers, represented 

by SEIU-USWW (whose offices are based in the NANDC area at 828 W. Washington Blvd), 

are currently in contract negotiations with property maintenance contractors. The deadline for 

the current contract is May 1
st
. The Policy Committee will consider adopting a resolution of 

support for their efforts.    

 

Brett: 

 This item is about the ongoing contract negotiations for SEIU-USWW. They are having an 

important meeting coming up this Thursday and they need our support. Their southern 

California headquarters are in our boundaries and many of their workers work and/or live in 

our community. 

 

Jim: 

 SEIU is occupying a space that is formerly Sheriff’s property and former mortuary.  

 The occupants have always been good stewards of the places they’ve lived. 

 I’m from Detroit and I bleed union and I’m in full support of what they’re doing.  

 Janitors are entitled  

 

Jean: 
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 I’m disappointed a representative is not here to discuss it.  

 I’m shocked that they would make the chair the advocate, without someone here.  

 It has no effect on my feeling of the resolution, but it’s not appropriate to have someone here to  

 

Brett: 

 I have been in contact with union representatives and trying to secure a representative but wasn’t 

able to do so. That is partially my fault for not pressing them harder.  

 

Jean:  

 What is the timeline they’re working with? 

 

Brett: 

 Their contract is up at the end of the month and the possibility of a strike (and a solidarity strike, 

which is what the meeting this week is about) would happen just after that.  

 By the time it gets to our full board, it will have been too late to pass another resolution, but this 

one is important.  

 

ACTION: Dave moves to support the resolution. Julianne seconds. Vote count: 3 yes, 0 no, 0 

abstention.  

 
  

6. Action/Discussion: Community Impact Statement in Support of City Council File 16-

0298, Priority Use of City Spaces for Neighborhood Councils. Council file 16-0298 directs 

the City Administrative Office (with the help of the General Services Department and the Chief 

Legislative Analyst) to report on what spaces might be available for neighborhood council use 

and to give neighborhood councils priority use for such spaces. The Policy Committee will 

consider a Community Impact Statement (CIS) in support of the motion.  

Brett: 

 There is a long history behind all of this, but much of it is simply about there not being a formal 

agreement between the City and the neighborhood councils about using public facilities to 

conduct neighborhood council (i.e. City) business.  

 A major flash point for this was when the Sunland-Tujunga NC essentially got evicted from 

their offices at a City Council District Office, which put into doubt any such agreement 

(however informal) NCs had with their council members.  

 

Jim 

 As a member of the HPOZ board that was empowered by the City, but was given no place to 

meet, with no public facilities (except LAUSD, which charges), it’s very important for 

organizations, who are made up of volunteers, with no resources, should at least be able to 

count on City government to have a place to meet, free of charge.  

 And identification and commitment of public resources, to the public organizations, need to be 

prioritized.  

 

Dave: 

 The University paid for the new LAFD location in the area, which is a lovely City building to 

use.  

 

 



4 

 

ACTION: Dave motions to support writing a community impact statement. Julianne seconds. 

Vote count: 3 yes (Dave, Julianne, Brett), 0 no, 0 abstention.  

 
7. Action/Discussion: Co-Sponsoring DWP Reform Event with SLAANC. The South Los 

Angeles Alliance of Neighborhood Councils (SLAANC) wants to host a community event 

about proposed Department of Water & Power reform on the November 2016 ballot. SLAANC 

would need space to host, printed materials, and food. The Policy Committee will consider 

whether NANDC can co-sponsor the event.  

 

Brett:  

 This item is basically about the ongoing community dialog (or lack thereof) about efforts to 

reform the Department of Water & Power. 

 These reform efforts are wide-ranging 

o They affect the governance structure, the personnel structure, the revenue structure, etc. 

o The reform is still being considered, but it will ultimately go before the voters. 

o Before the ballot initiative is written, we have a chance to weigh in and holding a 

community event is one way to do that.  

 

Dave: 

 What is the ask for? 

 Because things seem so tentative, maybe we should hold off until there is more clarity.  

 

Brett: 

 I’m fine with that, but I also think we could just say let’s move forward with it, but hold off on 

sending it to the full board for this month.  

 

Dave: 

 I agree.  

 

No action taken on this item.  

 

8. Adjournment 


