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Tuesday, August 18, 2015, 6:30 p.m. 

Policy Committee Meeting Minutes 

USC Community House (Hoover and 28th St.)  

2801 S. Hoover St., Los Angeles, CA 90089 

 

1. Welcome and Call to Order. Becky, David, Brett (chairing).  
 

2. Public Comment. None.  
 

3. Action/Discussion: Approve Minutes from Previous Meeting.  

 

ACTION: Minutes for both the May 19th and June 16th were approved unanimously.  
 

4. Action/Discussion: Re-opening of AllenCo Energy (Oil) Site.  The company is seeking to 

resume oil extraction after suspending operations in November 2014. The site is located at 814 

W. 23rd St.     
 

Presenting: Sharon Lowe, & Ana Gomez, Council District 1 (Gil Cedillo) 

 

Sharon: (Re: Question 1; see Appendix A) We have created a chronology of what has happened thus 

far. Since 2010, the community has had 200+ complaints. AQMD has been doing their tests since then. 

It came to a head in 2013 when the community got the attention of other agencies. AQMD has 

conducted 3 town halls; the last one in February of 2015. EPA issued an order to comply for violations 

of some safety issues. DOGGR also did an inspection in Nov 2013. From May 2013 to July 2015 they 

applied for fire safety permits. These are for mechanical, electrical issues, etc. Some have been 

partially approved, but some are still pending. The July applications are for testing of the pumps and 

fire safety systems. Once these are approved, then LAFD will give sign off. These tie into the EPA 

orders of compliance. These conditions include a 14-day notification. Overall, they have still not 

cleared the LAFD, and thus they have not cleared EPA consent decree and the DOGGR compliance 

agreements either.  

 

Note: You can search the Building and Safety Department website for the address (814 23rd st.) for 

pending permits. 

 

David: Why is there such along delay in getting the issue resolved? 

 

Sharon: Those are for permits, which means they apply to do certain work and then have them 

reviewed by the appropriate agency.  

 

Ana: They have been shut down [i.e. suspended operations] during this process. 

 

Sharon: Some examples of what the EPA required:  

 Over $700k in improvements 

 Fixing an enclosed trench 

 Fixing the compression system 

 These improvements are made part of the revised permit requirements, so they must maintain 

them going forward.  

 

The approving departments have issued some corrections on the applications, demanding they improve 

the application and re-submit the application.  
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Becky: It seems as though there is really only 1 permitting agency in this process (AQMD).  

 

Sharon: The city’s only oversight on the site is for building and safety. The LAFD is the final 

approving agency in this particular case. Technically when they’re applying, they’re applying for a 

building permit to meet the building requirements.  

 

The City Attorney filed a lawsuit in 2014 for injunctive relief, but it’s dependent on whether or not 

they are in compliance of the regulating agencies.  

 

Sharon: Item #8 on the E2 (Energy and Environment) committee tomorrow is about the moratorium 

on fracking. There has been a call to hire a geo-technical expert because of the complexity of the issue. 

This is the political and legal climate we are living in.  

 

Richard Parks (guest): Is the councilman prepared to open a nuisance abatement case to revoke 

AllenCo’s conditional use permit to protect the safety of the neighborhood? 

 

Sharon: There would not be grounds. First of all, we could not find a conditional use permit on record. 

There was an individual at one of the town halls who made reference to one, but that may be in the 

archives. One of the things to look at is the grandfathered status of current operations. Under the new 

conditions, the improvements must be maintained. One of the things we’re looking at is the effect of a 

potential expert consultant hired by the city.  

 

Richard Parks: Is the councilman prepared to impose conditions with the nuisance abatement 

process? 

 

Sharon: They (AllenCo) are currently non-operational, so this option is not really available.  

 

Richard Parks: Does the councilman oppose the operation of AllenCo in the district? 

 

Sharon: He opposes them breaking the law. We want to ensure that they are complying with all the 

measures and restrictions imposed on them. Personally, I would have liked to have seen changes to 

land-use regulations, specifically when wells are re-activated. We also want better communication 

between other government agencies, at different levels, to identify triggers--situations where new 

processes begin.  

 

Brett: What levers of control does the council office and the community have to combat any 

impending negative effects of AllenCo’s operation?  

 

Sharon: We are one of 15 councils. The levers are mostly political to change land-use regulations.  

 

Brett: Is the councilman prepared to lead that effort to change land-use regulations? 

 

Sharon: There needs to be continued political pressure from the community to make things like this 

happen. When the residents complained last time that is what got the councilman’s attention. We need 

more of that.  

 

Brett: Does the council office do anything to systematically catalog the complaints of its residents 

about sites like this?  
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Ana: When it’s more than 3 we begin a spreadsheet to log the complaints. Most of the logs go through 

the AQMD system. There were hundreds of calls within a month in the recent past.  

 

Sharon: Yes, we keep a log. This AllenCo site was established on our list and anything related to it 

gets triggered. We also need to pressure our state officials to help coordinate. We are trying to do that 

at the council office; to coordinate these officials.  

 

Richard Parks: Gil Cedillo was absent on the date of the fracking moratorium.  

 

Sharon: He was out of town, but he did support it when it was at PLUM. He sits now on E2 (Energy 

and Environment) Committee and he will be able to speak on this issue and the fracking issue. These 

committees are where the community has a chance to speak and you need to tell the council this.  

 

Rabeya Sen (guest): I am from the Esperanza Community Housing Corporation. The communities 

most affected are not affected just by environmental justice concerns, but other social justice issues 

that are oppressive. To what extent would it be possible to come out into the community to come and 

meet with the community members to see what’s happening? Including seeing the positive impact on 

community health when operations have been suspended. Is there a space to come to the community? 

Can the councilman dedicate resources to doing that?  

 

Sharon: I think there is, but the question is: What would be the forum? I think we can jointly work on 

this. It would be different from the AQMD format. We would want to learn from the community, 

including their concrete suggestions about how to handle the issue, and not just present like AQMD.   

 

Becky: Is there a sense to when this site will re-open? 

 

Sharon: No, it’s quite unclear. Once we know the clearances have been done, then there’s at least 

another two week notice.  

 

Becky: I would like to see it put in the re-opening of the site to convene the various officials (perhaps 4 

months into it) to see what has changed with the operations.  

 

ACTION: Becky Motions to pass a resolution urging the relevant city council officials (from CD 

1, 8, and 9) do a tour of the AllenCo site sometime after the operations have been up (perhaps for 

4 months). David seconds. Vote: yes 3, no 0, abstain 0. The motion will be sent to the full board 

for consideration. 

 

ACTION: Brett motions to pass a resolution urging the councilmen from our NC (Cedillo, 

Harris-Dawson, and Price) to author a city council motion to amend the land-use code to 

prohibit oil drilling in our neighborhoods. David seconds. Vote: yes, 3, no 0, abstain 0. The 

motion will be sent to the full board for consideration. 

 

Monic Uriarte (guest): From Esperanza Community Housing Corporation. As a community member, 

we refuse to have our children act as detectors of toxic emissions. For decades the city has neglected 

our public health and regulations. I urge Gil Cedillo to stand up for his constituents who helped vote 

him into office.  

 

Sharon:  I recall that it was your testimony, from his constituents, that pushed the councilman to act. 
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Monic: Last time we were able to collect about 860 signatures to get pressure to close AllenCo. We 

are able to double or triple that number to increase the pressure. 

 

Sharon: And we took the lead to coordinate the other agencies, largely because of the pressure brought 

by Esperanza.  

 

Ana: The committee meeting tomorrow (Energy and Environment) will be considering these issues. So 

it’s important to come to these meetings and work with these motions already in existence [including 

the motion to create a position for an oil and gas expert for the city].  
 

5. Action/Discussion: Possible Motion to Support UNNC Opposition to Expanding Murphy 

Drill Site. The Committee will consider adopting a motion to support the efforts of United 

Neighborhoods Neighborhood Council (UNNC) to oppose expansion of the oil drilling site at 

2126 West Adams Blvd. (at Gramercy Place).  
 

Brett: This issue is primarily about two things: 1) The UNNC feels that using a gas burner is both 

wasteful in terms of energy efficiency and potentially harmful to its residents who might be exposed to 

what is burned off on site; and 2) That there is a threat of the site expanding, either because of this 

addition of the burner or some other addition down the road.  

 

David: Is this the site located near Holman Church? 

 

Brett: Yes, it’s not far from there.  

 

David: Yes, I’ve heard them talk about this issue before.  

 

Brett: Basically, I think we should pass a motion to support our fellow neighborhood council by just 

reinforcing their resolution and demands listed therein. (See Appendix B).  

 

ACTION: Brett motions to support the UNNC Planning & Zoning motions listed herein 

[Appendix B]. David seconds. Vote: yes 3, no 0, abstain 0. The motion will be sent to the full 

board for consideration. 

 

6. Action/Discussion: Possible Motion to Support the Creation of a “Skid Row” Neighborhood 

Council. The Committee will discuss the possibility supporting the creation of a Skid Row 

Neighborhood Council as a subdivision of the existing Downtown LA Neighborhood Council.  

 

Brett: Members of the nascent Skid Row neighborhood council (which is yet to be formed) are 

seeking preliminary support to form their own neighborhood council. They are seeking support from 

anyone they can, but especially other neighborhood councils.  

 

David: So they are currently on a neighborhood council? 

 

Brett: Yes. They are currently a part of the Downtown Los Angeles Neighborhood Council (DLANC), 

but some feel they are under-represented; that their interests diverge from other parts of DLANC, 

which has a focus on re-development and gentrification. Skid Row has a unique identity unto itself.  

 

Becky: So do they need a letter from us to get approved in this process? What do they actually get by 

doing this? Why don’t they like being part of the Downtown NC?  
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Brett: They are just one of many areas that are thinking about spinning off into their own council. We 

would just be showing our support in this process. Similar to what we did for the Zapata-King NC, but 

in this case Skid Row is part of an existing NC. And they would get their own resources in terms of 

their own funds from the city, but also more faithful representation because it would cover just Skid 

Row.  

 

David: I really do think they have their unique issues and I think they would benefit from having more 

representation. I worry about what their leadership will look like, but they have a lot of good people 

working there.  

 

ACTION: Brett motions to support the efforts of the Skid Row Neighborhood Council forming 

committee to form their own neighborhood council. David seconds. Vote: 3 yes, 0 no, 0 abstain. 

The motion will be sent to the full board for consideration. 

 

7. Action/Discussion: Community Impact Statement for Council File 12-1681, Adjustment of 

Neighborhood Council Boundaries. The Committee will discuss the possibility of drafting a 

Community Impact Statement to support the policy to adjust neighborhood council boundaries. 
 

Brett: This issue is a bit more complicated because it does not appear that the city council really has a 

policy in mind, but just that they feel there needs to be a policy in place to form a new neighborhood 

council from an existing one. This council file is from a while back and it’s unclear what the status is, 

but I think we can still file a community impact statement.  

 

ACTION: Brett motions to author a community impact statement in support of a policy to create 

a new neighborhood council from an existing neighborhood council. David seconds. Vote: 3 yes, 

0 no, 0 abstain. The motion will be sent to the full board for consideration. 
 

8. Announcements/Reports. None. 
 

9. Adjournment. 8:10pm. 
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Appendix A. Questions submitted to CD1 council office regarding the status of AllenCo site. 

 

1) At what stage of the process is AllenCo in seeking to reopen its facilities? In other words, what have 

they done thus far and what do they have left to do before they re-open? 

2) Are there any reports that have been submitted to the City or CD1 office that we can and should 

distribute to the community regarding changes or improvements to the operations at the AllenCo site 

since it suspended operations in November?  

3) Which agency or agencies (Dept of Planning, City Attorney, etc.) will have the final decision about 

whether AllenCo can resume operations? 

4) Will there be any opportunities for the community to comment in anticipation of any such 

decisions? If none are planned, then would the CD1 office be interested in partnering with NANDC 

and other community organizations to hold such an event? 

 

Appendix B. Image of UNNC Resolution for 2126 W. Adams Blvd sent by UNNC President Jeff 

Camp.  

 

 


